HISTORY OF THE 175TH SIGNAL COMPANY
Having served both in the 175th Signal Company and the 17th Signal Battalion, Companies A and B, during 1957/58/59/60, I arrived at several interesting conclusions.  The 175th I am referring to is the 175th as stationed in Angevilllers.
 
The requirement at Angevillers appropriately was the responsibility of the 516th Signal Group, specifically the element we all affectionately call the 17th Signal Battalion.  Requirements at Angevillers were for about 130 personnel, approximately the size of a small Company.  The official authorization of enlisted personnel was less than actually required.
The organization of the 17th at the time was:
 
1. Hq and Hq company
2. Co. A)
3. Co. B)    In earlier days called Wire, Message Center, and Radio Companies
4. Co. C)
 
It was not desirable at the time to associate the 17th with the force stationed at Angevillers.  Yet this force, the size of a small company, was definitely needed and it definitely needed to be an integral part of the 17th.  How to do this?
 
Notice that the 17th consisted of four Companies.  The force at Angevillers was to be organized essentially as a 5th Company of the 17th.  How to do this and yet not make it obvious?  Establish the unit as a primary sub-unit of the 516th Signal Group, attach the Unit to Metz Quartermaster Depot for Logistical and Administrative support.  
 
The connection of the 175th to the 17th was through plans and mission assignments.  The practical result was that the 175th was under the operational control of the 17th.  In essence, for command purposes, then 175th was part of the 17th, and for all practical purposed, a "5th" Company of the battalion. A close look at the unit designation confirms this.
 
"175th Signal Company":  Break it down. "17" the Battalion designation , followed by "5", the 5th company, ergo the "175". 
 
This arrangement did cause some problems.  As I mentioned earlier, the official authorization ("TO&E" to many purists who might be reading this). did not provide sufficient "radio" enlisted types.  That was simply solved by personnel authorized to the 17th being assigned "TDY" to the 175th.  I remember some who on paper were assigned as members of Co "C", 17th (Commonly called Radio Company), who had never been to Germany and who spent their entire  tour "TDY" to the 175th.  As far as the personnel in the 175th were concerned, we were all just one unit.  In fact, there were those on "TDY" to us that probably had even forgotten that fact.  It was simply a paperwork thing handled by the clerks. On one occasion, a young officer of Co. C visited us at the 175th.  He requested the opportunity to talk to the personnel who on paper were members of his company.  I thought there would be no harm in that, so I had them assembled and left them to meet with him.  It was only after he had departed to return to Germany that the persons he had talked to informed me of the main topic of discussion.  The Lieutenant had volunteered the fact that they actually ware members of his unit.  He further told them if they weren't treated properly, for them to just call him and he would fix things. Needless to say, he was fortunate to be well on his way to Germany when I found out what he had done.  The enlisted personnel involved understood the situation much better than he did. No such calls to him were ever made.  He never "visited" us again. Our unit cohesiveness remained intact.
 
The fiction that the 175th was a separate unit from the 17th did tend to make the personnel of the 175th feel somewhat like unwanted stepchildren.  Cooperation form both sides was sometimes degraded because of this. There were those in both units who never really got it, both enlisted and officer.  However, in the main, the system worked and the 17th/175th veterans of those days can be proud of a job well done. 
 
Glenn Dean  

